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FOREWORD. 


“ Music is the speech of angels ” says Carlyle and it has been 
employed in all ages and climes to turn the human heart heavemvards. 
The characteristics o£ a nation’s music clearly mdicatc the nature 
of its religion. The prominent qualities of fndian nmsic are melody 
andrhythm and musicaf compositions generally fall intotwo classes, viz., 
those wherein words take precedence ovcr music and those wherem 
the latter plays the prominent part. The existing musical compositions 
in the Tamii language come under the former category, compositions 
of the latter kind being rare. To remedy this defect, Mr, N. Kotiswara 
Ayyar, B. a., has given to the musical world thirty-six Kritis composed 
in the’ 36 Sudda madyanm janaka ragams. Coming as he does from a 
family of eminent composers, he being the grandson of the great Kavi- 
kunjara Bharathi who has sung with great effect the whole of Skanda- 
puranam, he has brought to bear on the present work hxs poetic gemus 
and his musical talents to great advantage. The Kntis are m praise of 
Skanda who is the author’s favourite deity and each Kriti contams the 
name of the deity, the name o£ the Raga and the name of the author, 
w v “ Knnjaradhasa ”. The main object o£ the author appears to be 
to s’how to the musical world the possibility o£ composmg Kntis m 
such Melakartha Ragas which are not in vogue at present and which 
could be sung with very great cffect. The compositions are the first o£ 
their kind especialfy in the Tamil language and they appcal equally to 
the poct and to the musician. Thc author has added for thc facility of 
practitioners Swaras for the Sahityams and Chitta swarams. 

It is lioped fhat this work would receive due recognition 
from all IjjVers of music and ’l'amil. which woulcf be an inducement to 
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" Kanda Ganamttdam'' by Mr. N. Koteeswara Iyer, jjjjapaauate of the 
Maclras Universitv and rglired Trtnsbter of t'ie II gh (' i.it of Madras. 
The work contains 36 Krithis in the 36 Melakartha Suddha 
Madhyama ragams and is in praise itt Ciod Sri Skanda. The songs are ' 
fcmposed in all the current u !kaitW' and hase differ^it u EJ:< 
such as Sama , Athitha and An$>fiaiha. In several places the swaras 
and sahityas coincide with e.ach other forming what are called "Staarak- 
shara Safi,ihis." I feel no hesitation in saying- that it is a work of 
splendid merit and should eertainly be of the greatest use to lovers of 
Music. 

When I was last at Madras, I along with some fnends, heard 
the author sing his Krithis ancl I was able to derive great pleasure 
from the music of the compositions. 

(Sd.) D. Venkatswamy 
15- —2-—1932 

Professor of Violin Music, 
Maharajah’s Music College, 
Vi'sianagarant. 
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